THOMAS MAY

[Born 1595. Poet and historian. The son of Sir Thomas May, he
went to Cambridge and thence to Gray's Inn, but soon discarded
law for literature. In 1622 he produced his first comedy, The Heir,
and also a translation of Virgil's Georgics. Six years later appeared
his translation of iMcan, which gained him the favour of Charles I,
at whose command he wrote two poems, each in seven books, The
Retgne of 'King Henry II and The Victorious Retgnc of King Edward III.
But when the Civil War broke out, May took the side of the Parlia-
ment and was made Secretary to the Long Parliament, the historian
of which he became. The History of tbe Parliament of England, which
began Nov. 3, 1640, was published in 1647 : the narrative closes with
the Battle of Newbury (1643) and is prefaced with a short review of
the preceding reigns from that of Elisabeth. May was also the author
of several tragedies, which exhibit either featureless mediocrity or
pretentious extravagance. He died in 1650.]
A to Tom May, Mr. Edmund Wyld told me that he was
acquainted with him when he was young, and then he
was as other young men of this Towne are, seil. he was
debaucht ad omnia : but doe not by any meanes take notice of
it; for we have all been young.   But Mr. Marvel in his Poems
upon Tom May's death falls very severe upon him.
A great acquaintance of Tom Chaloner. Would, when
inter pocuki} speake slightingly of the Trinity,
He stood Candidate for the Laurell after B. Jonson; but
Sir William Davenant caried it.
Amicus: Sir Richard Fanshawe. Mr. Emanuel Decretz
(Serjeant Painter to King Charles 1st) was present at the debate
at their parting before Sir Richard went to the King, where
both Camps were most rigorously banded.
His translation of Lucan's excellent Poeme made him in
love with the Republique, which Tang stuck by htm.
Came of his death after drinking with his chin tyed with
his cap (being fatt); suffocated.